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CREATIVE ORGANISATIONS TO SHARE OPPORTUNITIES WITH LOCAL 
BUSINESSES

Four local Cairngorms organisations are joining GrowBiz, Scotland’s rural enterprise support or-
ganisation currently working in partnership with the Cairngorms National Park Authority, at an up-
coming event to share how creatives can engage with, develop and respond to new opportunities.

As part of this project, designed to explore how the diverse network of creative businesses operat-
ing across the Cairngorms area can be best supported, particularly following the difficulties experi-
enced due to the pandemic, GrowBiz are running a series of Creative Peer Support & Learning 
sessions. Anyone working in the creative sector is welcome to join these free sessions, which offer 
a way to connect and discover fellow creatives whilst tapping into enterprise support relevant to 
their business. 

This final event in the current series of Cairngorms Creative Support Sessions is on Wednesday 31 
March from 2-4pm and welcomes four local creatives from different organisations who will outline 
how they can support and work with creatives, whilst also inspiring participants to consider how 
they can develop their own opportunities through a collaborative approach. Speakers include Dan 
Cottam from Grantown Museum, Karen Derrick from Voluntary Action in Badenoch & Strathspey, 
David Fallows from Creative Cairngorms and Lindsay Coleman who is in the process of setting up 
a new Cairngorms wedding planning business. Participants will also have time to engage in a 
Q&A, as well as discuss the topic in smaller groups.

Karen Martin, GrowBiz Enterprise Facilitator based in the CNPA, comments, ‘Over the last few 
months we have run a number of creative support sessions and enjoyed working with the many 
talented creative businesses within the CNPA, this event will further encourage creatives to identify 
and benefit from some of the existing opportunities and hopefully inspire them to progress their 
own ideas into future opportunities.’

Anyone working in the creative sector in the Cairngorms is welcome to join this event and can 
book a place at growbiz.co.uk/events

In addition to the Creative Peer Support & Learning sessions, GrowBiz are also providing 1:1 ad-
vice and information supporting Cairngorm creative businesses.

ENDS 23 March 2021

For further information about GrowBiz, please contact connect@growbiz.co.uk 

Notes to Editors 

• Dan Cottam, Museum Manager at Grantown Museum & Heritage Trust will be highlighting the potential ways creat-
ives could engage with events and workshops linked to their exhibition programme, and other opportunities including 
podcasts, venue hire and cultural events. https://www.grantownmuseum.co.uk

• Karen Derrick from Voluntary Action in Badenoch & Strathspey (VABS) will be joining this event, highlighting how cre-
atives can get involved with volunteers and voluntary organisations through projects, events and activities, such as 
‘Badenoch The Storylands’ Project. https://www.vabs.org.uk.

https://www.growbiz.co.uk/events
https://www.grantownmuseum.co.uk/
https://www.vabs.org.uk/


• David Fallows from Creative Cairngorms will be sharing how membership of this local organisation, run by and for 
artists and makers living, working and inspired by The Cairngorms National Park, can offer opportunities including 
exhibitions and events as well as being part of a creative collective. http://www.creativecairngorms.co.uk

• Lindsay Coleman, currently setting up her new business Wide Sky Weddings, will be discussing the many ways she 
can potentially work with creatives to offer a bespoke and uniquely Cairngorms creative wedding planning service for 
couples planning their wedding, elopement or renewal of their vows.

• Event booking link on Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/cairngorms-creative-peer-support-opportunities-spot-
create-respond-tickets-146769372143 

• Nearly 25% of adults in rural Scotland are self-employed (more than twice the rate of urban areas).
• Rural communities and businesses face a range of challenges, including inconsistent broadband coverage, poor 

transport links and greater distances to food supplies and health services.
• GrowBiz is an independent, community-based organisation, founded in 2007 by local people in Perthshire to 

support rural enterprises. GrowBiz provides support to anyone starting or growing a business in rural Scotland.
• GrowBiz is part-funded by Perth and Kinross Council, Skills Development Scotland, Cairngorms National Park 

Authority and the Scottish Government.
• Since October 2016, GrowBiz has supported more than 2000 rural enterprises across all sectors
• GrowBiz runs an award-winning mentoring programme, which currently has over 80 participants and which is the first 

and only business programme in Scotland to achieve the Scottish Mentoring Network Quality Standard
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