
 

NEWS RELEASE 

Tuesday, June 25th, 2019 

CHANCE TO GET INVOLVED WITH AWARD-WINNING INDEPENDENT 
ENTERPRISE SUPPORT ORGANISATION 

Perthshire-based enterprise support service GrowBiz currently has a number of 
opportunities for self-employed contractors to work with the award-winning organisation 
on its innovative new project.  

GrowBiz, which is a registered charity, provides support to anyone starting or growing a business in 
rural Perthshire.  

It recently moved into new premises in Coupar Angus which will be a new enterprise ‘hotspot’ 
providing co-working space and high-speed digital connectivity in the east Perthshire town for start-
up, small and micro businesses.   

And as part of the new project, GrowBiz will also be focussing on digital routes to market and digital 
upskilling, with the aim of making Perth and Kinross the most entrepreneurial rural economy in 
Scotland. 

The creation of up to ten ‘Smart Villages’ and five enterprise hotspots in rural Perthshire is a key 
aspect of the new ‘Making Rural Business Digital’ project which is supported by the Rural Perth & 
Kinross LEADER programme. 

The concept of Smart Villages is a relatively new one in terms of policy making. They are ‘digital 
communities’ helping rural enterprises to promote their services and information points for 
community organisations. 

Jackie Brierton is CEO of GrowBiz. 

She said: “We will be working with a range of community spaces to create enterprise hotspots. 



“These will have access to high-speed connectivity, events and regular enterprise and mentoring 
surgeries and will provide the basis for building a network of digital co-working spaces for local 
enterprises in rural areas.  

“Smart Villages are a digital platform which fits perfectly with GrowBiz’s vision to increase the 
capacity of people in rural Perth and Kinross to be innovative and enterprising and to develop 
strong, self-sustaining networks of entrepreneurs who can support each other. 

“One challenge that many enterprise owners say they face is that of digital exclusion, and by 
providing an enterprise hotspot where people can come and make use of high-speed connectivity 
we hope to go some way to address this.  

“This sort of co-working space can also help to reduce the feeling of isolation that we know people 
who are self-employed, particularly those in rural areas, can experience.” 

Jackie continued: “The team of self-employed contractors who work for GrowBiz provide expert and 
specialist advice and support to businesses in rural Perthshire.  

“We now have a number of new opportunities for self-employed contractors to come and work with 
us as part of this new project which aims to ensure that enterprise in rural areas can make the most 
of the potential afforded by digital connectivity. 

“This is a fantastic opportunity for individuals with project management or enterprise facilitation 
experience, and who are passionate about providing support to people wishing to start-up or 
develop a business enterprise, to help make a real and significant difference to rural enterprise in 
Perthshire.”  

For further information on Growbiz, including full job descriptions, see online at www.growbiz.co.uk. 
Application forms are available by emailing recruitment@growbiz.co.uk and the closing date for 
applications is 12pm on Monday, July 1st. Interviews will take place during the week commencing 
Monday, July 8. 

If you would like any further information about specific roles please contact GrowBiz’s CEO, Jackie 
Brierton: jackie@growbiz.co.uk 

For media enquiries, contact Clare McMicking on telephone 07514 343042 or email 
clare@growbiz.co.uk 

Notes to Editors  

• GrowBiz is an independent, community-based organisation providing support to anyone 
starting or growing a business in rural Perthshire  

• GrowBiz Scotland (known as GrowBiz) is a company limited by guarantee number SC341655, 
and a Scottish Charity number SC043278, with registered office at Bank of Scotland House, 
Union Street, Coupar Angus 

• GrowBiz is funded by Perth and Kinross Council, Scottish Enterprise, the Scottish 
Government, and the Making Rural Business Digital project is supported by the Rural Perth 
and Kinross LEADER Programme 2014-2020: The European Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Development: Europe investing in rural areas. For more on LEADER go to www.pkleader.org 

• Since October 2016, GrowBiz has supported more than 900 clients across all business 
sectors 

http://www.growbiz.co.uk/
http://www.pkleader.org/


• GrowBiz runs an award-winning business mentoring programme, which currently has over 
70 participants and which is the first in Scotland to achieve the Scottish Mentoring Network 
Quality Standard 

• GrowBiz offers one-to-one meetings with clients as well as peer support and peer learning 
sessions  

• Follow GrowBiz on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter by searching for GrowBiz Perthshire 

 
 
 
 


