
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NEWS RELEASE 

Tuesday, January 21st 2020 

SPOTLIGHT ON FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES AT GROWBIZ NETWORKING EVENT 
 
Community-based enterprise support organisation GrowBiz is hosting several funding 
experts at its XChange networking event this month highlighting the range of funding 
opportunities available to businesses and enterprises in Scotland.  

The event, which is the first GrowBiz XChange meeting for 2020, takes place on Thursday, January 
30, from 6pm to 8.30pm in the Birnam Arts Centre.  

The panel of speakers include Caron Ironside from Perthshire Creates, Brenda Roddy, Crowdfund 
Scotland Coach for Perth and Kinross, Graham Glover from Perth and Kinross Council which runs the 
Beyond Scotland Market Development Grant, Emma Miller from the Royal Bank of Scotland and 
Rekha Welsh from DSL. 

Perthshire Creates, which is part of Culture Perth and Kinross, coordinates the Visual Artists and 
Creative Makers Award (VACMA) which offer small grants to support visual artists and crafters. A 
new graduate/emerging artist bursary award is available this year. Caron Ironside will talk about all 
the available awards in more detail. 

Brenda Roddy is the Crowdfund Scotland coach for rural Perthshire, which, thanks to a LEADER-
funded programme, sees her provide advice and support to help people get their idea off the 
ground. Brenda is keen to help communities, businesses and individuals run successful projects.  

Beyond Scotland Market Development is a new grant being offered by Perth and Kinross Council 
which is aimed at providing local micro and small businesses with funding support to explore and 
develop markets for their goods and services across the United Kingdom and abroad. With grants of 
up to £2,500, Graham Glover will talk about this and other initiatives currently available through the 
local authority.  

Emma Miller from RBS will talk about her role as a business growth enabler and how she can help 
support business customers. She will discuss what the bank can offer business owners including local 
events and its current initiative, Back Her Business.  



DSL is a not-for-profit lender that pledges funds to ambitious small-medium-sized businesses 
throughout Scotland. Rekha Welsh will highlight the services it offers such as the Scottish 
microfinance fund.  

GrowBiz XChange events take place every month at various locations throughout Perthshire and 
provide an opportunity for local entrepreneurs to get together, network and exchange business 
cards and hear from inspirational speakers in an informal setting. There is also a chance to ask 
questions.  
 
GrowBiz CEO Jackie Brierton believes funding opportunities such as those that will be outlined at this 
event are vital to the success of the rural economy.  
 
She said: “The potential for growth in rural areas is significant and something that we at GrowBiz are 
focussing on and which we feel deserves to be invested in. 
 
“A relatively small amount of funding can have a massive impact on a small or micro enterprise 
which is why for our first GrowBiz XChange networking event of 2020 we will look at funding 
opportunities for small businesses and how financial support can make a significant difference to 
enterprise in rural areas.  
 
“By bringing representatives from funding bodies and groups face-to-face with some of the amazing 
rural enterprises we have in Perthshire, we are confident that the seeds of many a success story will 
be sown. 
 
"This event is proving to be very popular with dozens of people already signed up to attend. Anyone 
wishing to secure a place is advised to book early to avoid disappointment." 
 
For further information on any of the free events held by GrowBiz, or to book a place, please see the 
website at www.growbiz.co.uk, follow GrowBiz Perthshire on social media or sign up to be added to 
the GrowBiz mailing list by emailing connect@growbiz.co.uk 
 
ENDS 
 
For media enquiries, contact Clare McMicking on telephone 07514 343 042 or email 
clare@growbiz.co.uk 

Notes to Editors  

• GrowBiz is an independent, community-based organisation providing support to anyone 
starting or growing a business in rural Perthshire  

• GrowBiz Scotland (known as GrowBiz) is a company limited by guarantee number SC341655, 
and a Scottish Charity number SC043278, with registered office at Bank of Scotland House, 
Union Street, Coupar Angus 

• GrowBiz is funded by Perth and Kinross Council, Scottish Enterprise, the Scottish 
Government, and the Making Rural Business Digital project is supported by the Rural Perth 
and Kinross LEADER Programme 2014-2020: The European Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Development: Europe investing in rural areas. For more on LEADER go to www.pkleader.org 

• Since October 2016, GrowBiz has supported more than 1000 clients across all business 
sectors 

• GrowBiz runs an award-winning mentoring programme, which currently has over 70 
participants and which is the first and only business programme in Scotland to achieve the 
Scottish Mentoring Network Quality Standard 



 
 


