
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Friday, February 22, 2019 

SPOTLIGHT ON CREATIVE TALENT IN EAST PERTHSHIRE 

The latest peer support meeting for people based in east Perthshire who work in the 

creative industries takes place in Blairgowrie later this month.  

Organised by community-based enterprise support organisation, GrowBiz, the peer support 
meetings are informal and confidential and provide a forum for creative people to share 
information, experiences and ideas for potential collaborations. 

This month, the get-together will be joined by Caron Ironside of Perthshire Creates, an online 
platform that showcases the work, events and activities of the many vibrant clusters of artists, 
designers, creative businesses and cultural organisations in the area. 

Caron, who trained in textile design and creates homeware items using hand-screen printing and 
painting fabric, combines her creative practice with working for Culture Perth and Kinross where she 
is responsible for Perthshire Creates online presence and the various events and activities the 
network organises.  

She will provide an overview of the services and benefits Perthshire Creates offers creatives in the 
region and is also keen to hear from those in the sector about what sort of support they would like 
to be able to access.  

Caron explained: “Perthshire Creates aims to provide a link for the creative community, informing, 
supporting and developing opportunities for creatives at all stages of their career. 

“With hundreds of creatives across the region, it can be a geographical challenge to stay informed, 
yet this is also what makes it so exciting. 

“There is a wealth of creative and cultural talent in Perthshire with everything from music, visual 
arts, dance, theatre, creative writing, spoken word, poetry, film, contemporary craftsmanship and 
more which all adds to the quality of living in or visiting Perth and Kinross, and we want to highlight 
that.” 

GrowBiz operations manager, Merle Palmer, is looking forward to the event.   
 
She said: “Artists, makers, writers and other creatives often don’t associate themselves with the 
word business.  
 



“Although many of the challenges are the same as other sectors - accounts, social media presence 
and selling skills for example - there are also a number of issues very specific to the work of this 
group of people. 
 
“Caron is a shining example of someone who is combining her creative talent with a business 
element in her life, and who is working towards showcasing the range of creativity there is here in 
Perthshire, and particularly in rural Perthshire. 
 
“This peer support event follows on from the hugely inspirational talk by successful artist and 
Women’s Enterprise Scotland ambassador Shelagh Swanson at the Women’s Enterprise Network 
meeting in Blairgowrie earlier this month.  
 
“Attended by around 30 people, many of whom work in the creative sector, it was a fascinating 
insight into the practicalities of making a living as a professional artist and, together with this event, 
should provide plenty of ideas and encouragement to our local creatives.” 
 
The East Perthshire Creatives Peer Support Group meets on Wednesday, February 27, at the 
Wellmeadow Café on Gas Brae in Blairgowrie 6.30pm to 8.30pm.  
 
To attend this free event, or for further information on GrowBiz, see the website at 
www.growbiz.co.uk  
  
For media enquiries, contact Clare McMicking on telephone 07514 343042 or email 

clare@growbiz.co.uk 

Notes to Editors  

• Enterprising Eastern Perthshire (known as GrowBiz) is a Company limited by guarantee 

number SC341655, and a Scottish Charity number SC043278, with registered office at 1 

Perth Street, Blairgowrie PH10 6DQ 

• GrowBiz is funded by Perth and Kinross Council, Scottish Enterprise and The Scottish 

Government, and the Enterprising Rural Perthshire project is supported by the Rural Perth 

and Kinross LEADER Programme 2014-2020: The European Agricultural Fund for Rural 

Development: Europe investing in rural areas. For more on LEADER go to www.pkleader.org 
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