
 

 

NEWS RELEASE 

Friday, February 22, 2019 

CHANCE TO FIND OUT ABOUT CROWDFUNDING AND HOW IT CAN WORK 
FOR BUSINESSES  

Raising money from lots of different people to support a project or venture through crowdfunding 
can make a significant difference to enterprise in rural areas and the February GrowBiz XChange 
networking meeting, which takes place in Crieff next week, looks at the opportunities it affords 
businesses in rural Perthshire.  

Rural enterprise support organisation GrowBiz has lined up a range of speakers for the free event, 
which takes place on Thursday, February 28, in The Famous Grouse Experience and is open to 
anyone starting up or running their own small business.  
 
The GrowBiz XChange events take place every month at various locations throughout Perthshire and 

provide an opportunity for local entrepreneurs to get together, network and exchange business 

cards and hear from inspirational speakers in an informal setting.   

Speaking at this month’s event is David Piper, the Crowdfunder UK coach for rural Perth and Kinross.  

David has worked in international business development for many years and is now raising 
awareness and providing one-to-one coaching on crowdfunding to enterprises and community 
organisations as part of a Rural Perth & Kinross LEADER cooperation project. 

Also speaking at the event will be some local businesses who have successfully raised funding 
through crowdfunding campaigns, including Kirsty Lunn from Scone-based ethical underwear 
providers Molke. 

Kirsty will talk about how a successful crowdfunding campaign enabled her and her business partner 
to set up the award-winning enterprise which now has a dedicated customer base and exports to 
countries all around the world.  

As well as presentations by the guest speakers, there will be a question and answer session at the 

meeting.  

GrowBiz CEO Jackie Brierton believes crowdfunding offers a huge potential resource to local 
enterprises and is vital to the success of the rural economy.  
 
She said: “Figures based on VAT-registered companies suggest that the rural economy in Scotland is 

worth almost £37 billion, but we believe the true value is actually much higher as up to 50 per cent 

of private sector enterprises in Scotland are micro-businesses and not VAT-registered. 



“The potential for growth in rural areas is therefore significant and a relatively small amount of 

funding can have a massive impact on a small or micro enterprise. Crowdfunding is one way to 

achieve this. 

“By explaining how crowdfunding works and sharing the secrets of some successful campaigns with 

rural enterprises here in Perthshire, we hope to inspire and encourage micro and small enterprise 

owners to see how they can make it work for them too.” 

The XChange meeting takes place on Thursday, February 28, from 6pm to 8.30pm at The Famous 
Grouse Experience in Crieff. A light buffet and refreshments will be provided.  

For further information on GrowBiz or to book a place at the February XChange or any of the free 
events run by the enterprise support organisation, please see the website at www.growbiz.co.uk. 
  
For media enquiries, contact Clare McMicking on telephone 07514 343042 or email 
clare@growbiz.co.uk 

Notes to Editors  

• Enterprising Eastern Perthshire (known as GrowBiz) is a Company limited by guarantee 
number SC341655, and a Scottish Charity number SC043278, with registered office at 1 
Perth Street, Blairgowrie PH10 6DQ 

• GrowBiz is funded by Perth and Kinross Council, Scottish Enterprise and The Scottish 
Government, and the Enterprising Rural Perthshire project is supported by the Rural Perth 
and Kinross LEADER Programme 2014-2020: The European Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Development: Europe investing in rural areas. For more on LEADER go to www.pkleader.org 
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