
 

 

NEWS RELEASE 

Tuesday, February 19, 2019 

AWARD-WINNING YOUNG GIN DISTILLER IS GUEST SPEAKER AT WOMEN’S 

ENTERPRISE NETWORK MEETING IN PITLOCHRY  

Local business-woman Helen Stewart of Badvo Distillery, Pitlochry, is to be the guest speaker at 

the Women's Enterprise Network meeting in Highland Perthshire this month.  

Organised by community-based enterprise support organisation GrowBiz, the Women’s Enterprise 
Network meetings are designed to support women running or growing a business in rural Perthshire, 
as well as those who are just thinking about setting up on their own.  

And for the February get together in Highland Perthshire, organisers are delighted to welcome Helen 
as the speaker.  

Helen is the founder and distiller of Badvo Gin, which started operations in 2017 when Helen was 
just 22 years-old.  

Her family have been farming outside Pitlochry since 1599 and the land is an ideal place to make gin 
as they forage 100 per cent of the botanicals - including fresh Scottish juniper – for the spirit from 
the hill farm.  

Helen's fascination with distilling started when she worked in a local whisky distillery and after 
reading about her family's own distilling history she decided to give it a go herself. Within just two 
years of running her own business she has received multiple business awards. 

Enterprise facilitator for GrowBiz, Ruth McLaren, is looking forward to the event. 

She said: “It’s been a few months since our last Women’s Enterprise Network meeting in Pitlochry 
and we’re delighted to be back at Hettie’s Tea Room for our first meeting of the Highland Perthshire 
network of 2019. 

“We’re so pleased that Helen will be speaking at this event and sharing her inspirational story with 
us.  

“She describes herself as the founder, forager and distiller at Badvo Distillery and amongst the 
accolades she has won are the Scotland Food and Drink Inspirational Young Person and Scottish 
Young Thinker awards. 



“Helen will tell us all about her passion for Scottish spirits and distilling, and the story of Pitlochry’s 
gin, Badvo, in an evening which is sure to be both interesting and informative for other women 
entrepreneurs in the area, whatever stage of their business journey they are at.” 

The Highland Perthshire Women’s Enterprise Network meeting takes place on Thursday, February 
21, from 6pm to 8.30pm at Hettie’s Tea Room, 93-95 Atholl Road, Pitlochry, PH16 5AB. A light buffet 
and refreshments will be provided. This event is free.  

For further information on GrowBiz or to book a place at the Women’s Enterprise Network meeting 
or any of the free events run by the enterprise support organisation, please see the website at 
www.growbiz.co.uk. 
 
For media enquiries about GrowBiz, contact Clare McMicking on telephone 07514 343042 or email 
clare@growbiz.co.uk 
 
Notes to Editors  

• Enterprising Eastern Perthshire (known as GrowBiz) is a company limited by guarantee 

number SC341655, and a Scottish Charity number SC043278, with registered office at 1 

Perth Street, Blairgowrie PH10 6DQ. 

• GrowBiz is funded by Perth and Kinross Council, Scottish Enterprise and The Scottish 

Government, and the Enterprising Rural Perthshire project is supported by the Rural Perth 

and Kinross LEADER Programme 2014-2020: The European Agricultural Fund for Rural 

Development: Europe investing in rural areas. For more on LEADER go to www.pkleader.org 
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