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Thursday, April 4, 2019 

GROWBIZ SHORTLISTED IN INTERNATIONAL AWARDS 

Perthshire-based enterprise support organisation GrowBiz has been selected as one of 25 

finalists in the Rural Inspiration Awards.  

Organised by the European Network for Rural Development (ENRD), the awards aim to recognise 
inspiring initiatives funded by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) that 
demonstrate the contribution of Rural Development Policy towards a more competitive, sustainable 
and inclusive rural Europe. 

GrowBiz was nominated for the awards by the Scottish Government and is one of only two projects 

in the UK to make it to the final 25. Over 170 projects were entered for consideration overall.  

The awards will recognise inspiring projects in five categories - improving the competitiveness of 
rural areas, environment and climate action, rural revitalisation, social inclusion, and LEADER -   
and there will also be a public vote for one additional winner.  

The winners will be announced during a ceremony in Brussels on April 11 at the networX – Inspiring 
Rural Europe event, which GrowBiz CEO Jackie Brierton has also been invited to present a workshop 
at.  

Jackie said: “We are absolutely delighted to have been shortlisted in the rural revitalisation category 

of the Rural Inspiration Awards. 

“Every day I am struck by the creativity, the resilience and the wealth of talent demonstrated by 

small and micro enterprises in rural Perthshire and the businesses that we work with are all 

inspirational in their own way.  

“The GrowBiz model, which is unique in Scotland, fosters a collaborative and supportive approach to 

rural enterprise and working towards improving rural development results. 

“We provide independent support to anyone starting or growing a business or social enterprise in 

rural Perthshire and GrowBiz has grown from its roots in Blairgowrie and east and Highland 

Perthshire to Strathearn and Kinross-shire, thanks to the Rural Perth & Kinross LEADER programme.  

“Since October 2016, the start of the LEADER-supported Enterprising Rural Perthshire programme, 

GrowBiz has supported nearly 700 new clients across all business sectors.  

https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/news-events/events/networx-inspiring-rural-europe_en
https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/news-events/events/networx-inspiring-rural-europe_en


“Our award-winning business mentoring programme currently has over 70 participants, and in 2018 

became the first in Scotland to achieve the Scottish Mentoring Network Quality Standard.    

“And our Creative Care project, which addresses the challenges of providing social care and 

wellbeing support in rural areas through enterprise, provides advice and guidance to anyone 

creating a business in the care sector. The aim is to support people, in particular older people and 

those with disabilities and health problems, to lead the life they want in their local community.  

“GrowBiz also managed and administered the Griffin and Calliachar Enterprise Fund for Scottish and 

Southern Energy (SSE) – which provided more than £200,000 in grants to small and micro-

enterprises in the five community council areas eligible for the windfarm funding. This was the first 

time windfarm funds had been used to support local enterprise and an evaluation of the project by 

SRUC highlighted its success.” 

Jackie continued: “The GrowBiz model is simple but effective. We identify what businesses want and 

then secure the services required to meet that need. For us it is all about businesses supporting each 

other, often working collaboratively, encouraging economic activity in the area. 

“LEADER recognises that and its financial support and championing of GrowBiz and its work has been 

invaluable.  

“To have been nominated for this award is a huge honour, and testament to the great work being 

done by our dedicated team in Perthshire. It is really rewarding to see that this work and LEADER’s 

commitment to GrowBiz is being recognised further afield.” 

Voting in the awards ends at noon on Thursday, April 11. 

To vote, or for further information on GrowBiz, see the website at www.growbiz.co.uk  
  
For media enquiries, contact Clare McMicking on telephone 07514 343042 or email 

clare@growbiz.co.uk 

Notes to Editors  

• GrowBiz Scotland (known as GrowBiz) is a Company limited by guarantee number SC341655, 

and a Scottish Charity number SC043278, with registered office at 1 Perth Street, Blairgowrie 

PH10 6DQ 

• GrowBiz is funded by Perth and Kinross Council, Scottish Enterprise and The Scottish 

Government, and the Enterprising Rural Perthshire project is supported by the Rural Perth 

and Kinross LEADER Programme 2014-2020: The European Agricultural Fund for Rural 

Development: Europe investing in rural areas. For more on LEADER go to www.pkleader.org 

• Follow GrowBiz on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter by searching for GrowBiz Perthshire  
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