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CHANCE TO FIND OUT ABOUT FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR BUSINESS  

The first GrowBiz XChange networking event of 2019 will look at funding opportunities for small 
businesses and how financial support can make a significant difference to enterprise in rural areas.  

Rural enterprise support organisation GrowBiz has lined up a range of speakers for the free event, 
which takes place on Thursday, January 31, in the Birnam Arts and Conference Centre in Highland 
Perthshire and is open to anyone starting up or running their own small business.  
 
The GrowBiz XChange events take place every month at various locations throughout Perthshire and 

provide an opportunity for local entrepreneurs to get together, network and exchange business 

cards and hear from inspirational speakers in an informal setting.   

This month speakers include Alison Seggie, enterprise manager at Perth and Kinross Council, who 

will be talking about the council’s new Rural Micro Enterprise Fund, Caron Ironside who will discuss 

the Visual Artists and Creative Makers Award (VACMA), and Thomas Brock from BE Group Debt 

Finance which is delivering the Scottish Growth Fund. 

There will also be a representative from Local Energy Scotland which administers the Scottish 
Government's Community and Renewable Energy Scheme (CARES) offering grants and loans to 
support local energy development across Scotland, at the event. 
 
Dunkeld businessman Simon Yearsley, who runs The Scottish Deli in the Highland Perthshire town, 
will talk about how successful applications for local funds and grants made a real difference to his 
business, which is now one of Scotland’s leading food speciality retailers.  
 
Jamie Kunka from Lonely Mountain Skis in Birnam will also be speaking at the event. 

 
As well as presentations by the guest speakers, there will be a question and answer session at the 

meeting.  

GrowBiz CEO Jackie Brierton believes funding opportunities such as those that will be outlined at this 
event are vital to the success of the rural economy.  
 
She said: “Figures based on VAT-registered companies suggest that the rural economy in Scotland is 

worth almost £37 billion, but we believe the true value is actually much higher as up to 50 per cent 

of private sector enterprises in Scotland are micro-businesses and not VAT-registered. 



“The potential for growth in rural areas is therefore significant and something that we at GrowBiz 

are focussing on and which we feel deserves to be invested in. 

“A relatively small amount of funding can have a massive impact on a small or micro enterprise. 

“One way in which this investment is happening is through funding from sources such as the Perth 

and Kinross Council Rural Micro Enterprise Fund, the Visual Artists and Creative Makers Award and 

the Scottish Growth Fund. 

“By bringing representatives from these groups and funding bodies face-to-face with some of the 

amazing rural enterprises we have in Perthshire, we are confident that the seeds of many a success 

story will be sown. 

The XChange meeting takes place on Thursday, January 31, from 6.30pm to 8.30pm at The Birnam 
Arts and Conference Centre on Station Road. A light buffet and refreshments will be provided.  

For further information on GrowBiz or to book a place at the January XChange or any of the free 
events run by the enterprise support organisation, please see the website at www.growbiz.co.uk. 
  
For media enquiries, contact Clare McMicking on telephone 07514 343042 or email 
clare@growbiz.co.uk 

Notes to Editors  

• Enterprising Eastern Perthshire (known as GrowBiz) is a Company limited by guarantee 
number SC341655, and a Scottish Charity number SC043278, with registered office at 1 
Perth Street, Blairgowrie PH10 6DQ 

• GrowBiz is funded by Perth and Kinross Council, Scottish Enterprise and The Scottish 
Government, and the Enterprising Rural Perthshire project is supported by the Rural Perth 
and Kinross LEADER Programme 2014-2020: The European Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Development: Europe investing in rural areas. For more on LEADER go to www.pkleader.org 
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