
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Tuesday, February 12, 2019 

FIND OUT HOW MENTORING COULD HELP YOUR BUSINESS 

The new manager of the first business mentoring programme in Scotland to be officially 

accredited by the Scottish Mentoring Network (SMN) will be the guest speaker at the Women's 

Enterprise Network meeting in Strathearn this month.  

Organised by Perthshire-based enterprise support organisation GrowBiz, the Women’s Enterprise 
Network meetings are designed to support women starting, running or growing a business in rural 
Perthshire, as well as those who are just thinking about setting up on their own.  

And for the February get together of 2019, organisers are delighted to welcome Clair Smith, an 
enterprise facilitator with GrowBiz who also leads its award-winning business mentoring 
programme. 

Clair has extensive experience in high-end retail and marketing and has worked with a number of 
brands, both on a nationwide and a global basis. She was one of the key players in the successful 
launch of the Harvey Nichols store in Edinburgh and has also worked with smaller rural businesses 
helping them to develop a retail strategy.     

The GrowBiz mentoring programme - which has gone from strength to strength since it was first 
established in 2014 - is the first enterprise-focussed scheme to be accredited in Scotland.  
 
Delivered through LEADER funding for the Enterprising Rural Perthshire project, the programme is 
made up of a network of trained mentors who give their time to encourage, motivate and support 
local enterprises. 
 
Clair explained: “The GrowBiz mentoring programme provides an opportunity for participants to 
discuss and work out what they would like to achieve in a supportive, safe and confidential 
environment.  
 
“There are currently around 70 participants on the programme, which offers a win-win situation for 
everyone involved.  
 
“The mentees benefit from being challenged, from focussing and prioritising, and developing new 
personal skills and abilities, while the mentors enjoy the challenge and opportunity to guide, 
encourage and empower mentees from many different enterprises. 
 
GrowBiz enterprise facilitator Jennifer Lindsay-Finan is looking forward to the event. 



She said: “We are very proud to be the first business mentoring programme in Scotland to be 
accredited by the Scottish Mentoring Network and are looking forward to welcoming Clair to 
Auchterarder to tell us all about it and explain how it can make a positive difference to your 
business.” 

The Strathearn Women’s Enterprise Network meeting takes place on Wednesday, February 20, from 
6pm to 8.30pm at Auchterarder Bowling Club, Castle Wynd, Auchterarder, PH3 1DA. A light buffet 
and refreshments will be provided.  

For further information on GrowBiz or to book a place at the Women’s Enterprise Network meeting 
or any of the free events run by the enterprise support organisation, please see the website at 
www.growbiz.co.uk. 
 
For media enquiries about GrowBiz, contact Clare McMicking on telephone 07514 343042 or email 
clare@growbiz.co.uk 
 
Notes to Editors  

• Enterprising Eastern Perthshire (known as GrowBiz) is a company limited by guarantee 

number SC341655, and a Scottish Charity number SC043278, with registered office at 1 

Perth Street, Blairgowrie PH10 6DQ. 

• GrowBiz is funded by Perth and Kinross Council, Scottish Enterprise and The Scottish 

Government, and the Enterprising Rural Perthshire project is supported by the Rural Perth 

and Kinross LEADER Programme 2014-2020: The European Agricultural Fund for Rural 

Development: Europe investing in rural areas. For more on LEADER go to www.pkleader.org 
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